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ABSTRACT

Pulai Village located in Kelantan, Malaysia, was founded by
immigrants from Hakka Clan of the China South Fujian Province. The Village
has a history of six centuries. All the villagers now descended from China
immigrants. Although they suffered from local political disorder and
difficulty in making living, they still remain their faith to the local Guanyin. In
six centuries they have continued to build their own Guanyin Temple, and
held the ritual ceremony every year to comfort their predicament. The
Guanyin is the main Goddess worshiped in the Shui Yue Gong (Water and
Moon Temple). However there are other Gods also worshiped by the villagers.
Guanyin belief is important to them as they found comfort when they face

difficulties. It helps them to insisted struggle to survive in this strange land.

There are three part of the ceremony as the research focuses, namely
"Inviting Gods", "God's parade" and "worshiping Heaven and Earth". My
thesis includes five chapters. The first chapter gives an overview of the field
site. It narrates the development and history background of the village based
on villagers' folk telling. Besides, this chapter also analyzes the changes of the
Gods in the temple according to the villagers. The second chapter analyzes the
multi-belief system in the village based on the field data--the first rite of
"inviting Gods"--and oral materials provided by villagers. In third chapter, it
tries to analyze the second rite of "God's parade" by adopting the "Imperial
metaphor" concept, which their ritual process seems to have Chinese
Empire-like imago. Forth chapter will discuss about the third rite of

"worshiping Heaven and Earth". In this part, the "Three Offertory” which
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villagers’ implemented was strongly accentuates the ideals of the Confucian
Rites and Music. This chapter also compares the "Three Offertory” pattern
between Pulai Village and Taiwan, so as to reconstruct the Hakka traditional
way of worship. By analyzing the whole ritual ceremony, the fifth chapter will
discuss the Guanyin’s Birth ceremony existence value in contemporary. The
inner strength carried by the traditional cultural ceremony in the village in
reality reflected in the spirit, identity and inheritance aspects. In the
conclusion, the thesis will discuss the current traditional ceremony's culture in

the village rationally.

KEY WORDS Malaysia, Chinese, Pulai, Guanyin's Birth
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